
THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

WASHINGTON.  D.C. 20201

The Honorable Ben Nighthorse Campbell
Chairman, Committee on Indian Affairs
United States Senate
Washington, D.C., 20510

August 3, 1999

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We take this opportunity to inform you of the views of the Department of Health and
Human Services on S. 299, the "Assistant Secretary for Indian Health Act of 1999".  This bill
would elevate the Director of the Indian Health Service to the level of Assistant Secretary and
establish the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Indian Health within HHS.

The Administration supports S. 299.  We believe that elevation of the IHS Director to the
level of Assistant Secretary is consistent with the government-to-government relationship between
the United States and the nation's Indian tribes.

We are committed to addressing the critical health needs of American Indian and Alaska
Native people and will continue to work with Congress and tribal governments to improve the
provision of health services to Indian people.  Elevation of the IHS Director to the level of
Assistant Secretary will increase awareness of Indian health issues, promote consultation with
tribal governments and urban Indian health organizations, and assist Indian health policy and
program development efforts.

We therefore strongly support S. 299 and urge that it be considered by the full House
before adjournment of the 106   Congress.th

The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no objection to the
presentation of this report from the standpoint of the Administration's program.

Sincerely,
Donna E. Shalala


