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To Be Special Trustee - Anerican | ndians

February 12, 2003

Good norning and wel come to the Committee’'s first hearing
of the 108!" Congress.

On February 4, 2003, President Bush submtted to the
Senate the nom nation of Ross Swimer to be Special Trustee
for American Indians, an office |located within the Interior
Depart nent .

M. Swimer is an enrolled nenber of the Cherokee Nation
of Okl ahoma and as we heard from Senator Nickles and
Congressman Carson, Ross Sw mrer has had quite a career so
far:

* he has practiced | aw and been a banker

* he was General Counsel and el ected Principal Chief of

t he Cherokee Nati on;

* he was the CEO of Cherokee Nation Industries, and | ater

founded t he Cherokee G oup, LLC;

* he was co-chai rman of President Reagan’s Commi ssion on

Reservati on Econom es, and was Assistant Secretary -

I ndian Affairs from 1985-1989.



M. Swimer is currently the Director of the Ofice of
I ndian Trust and if confirnmed would be the third Speci al
Tr ust ee.

We have received nunerous letters regarding this nom nee
—sone opposed, but nost supportive of M. Swimmer. These and
other letters that are received in the next two weeks wll be
made part of the Record.

At the confirmation hearing of the |ast Special Trustee,
Tom Sl onaker, | expressed ny frustration with the pace of
trust reform

Here we are two years later and | am not inpressed with
what has occurred since then:

1. the Trust Funds Task Force fail ed;

2. the Cobell litigation continues;

3. Indian account hol ders have not received one penny;

and

4. The Federal government continues to spend hundreds of

mllions of dollars a year.

Sonething is wong here and | believe we need a new

direction on trust reform
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Wth that | am anxi ous to hear from our w tnesses today.

| tell the nmenbers that it is not nmy intention to vote on

this nom nee at the conclusion of this hearing.



