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Good afternoon and welcone to the Commttee’ s hearing on
two Indian energy bills: S.424, introduced on February 14" by
Senat or Bi ngaman, and S. 522, which | introduced on March 5

Wthin hours our nation will be enbroiled in a major
ground war in the Mddle East, and in recent weeks world oil
prices have soared to $40 per barrel. | think America mnust
“kick the habit” of depending on foreign energy and start
produci ng nore of its own energy.

One answer to our energy future is in donmestic production

and | am not just tal king about ANWR

| ndi an-owned energy resources are still largely
undevel oped: 1.81 mllion acres are being explored or in
production. 15 mllion nore acres of energy resources are

undevel oped.
There are 90 tribes that own significant energy resources
—both renewabl e and non-renewabl e —and they want to devel op

t hem



Today we will hear fromthe Bush Adni nistration and
Tribal witnesses and | welcone all to the Commttee.
In the interests of time, | will place ny full statenent

in the Record.



