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I want to thank my Chairman for scheduling this hearing today,
for everywhere | have traveled in Indian country in recent days, there
has been a keen interest expressed in the reorganization plan and what
new responsibilities will now be delegated to the Office of Special
Trustee.

There are many detailed questions about this plan, for instance the
role of the trust officers at the local level — many of which we have sent to
the Department as part of this Committee’s role in addressing the
President’s Request for Indian Programs for Fiscal Year 2004.

We look forward today to developing a better understanding of the

issues those questions address.



I want to join the Chairman in welcoming our old friend, Ross
Swimmer, and the Assistant Secretary, Ms. Martin, back to the

Committee.



