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Mr. Chairman, unfortunately, I have another hearing scheduled at the same time

as this hearing today, but I wanted to be here to welcome Senator Dole and the

members of the Lumbee Tribe who have waited so very long for this day.

For more than a century, the Congress has been deliberating – sometimes

actively, sometimes not – on whether to extend Federal recognition to the Lumbee

Tribe.  

The first time Congress had occasion to address the status of the Lumbee Tribe

was shortly after the State of North Carolina extended formal recognition to the tribe in

1885.

A few years later, in 1888, the tribe submitted its first petition to the Congress for

recognition and assistance.  

The Congress referred the tribe’s petition to the Department of the Interior and

the Commissioner of Indian Affairs ultimately denied the tribe’s request for funding to



2

support the education of tribal children.

Eleven years later, following the Commissioner’s determination, the first bill to

appropriate funds for the education of tribal children was introduced in the Congress.

Again the Interior Department recommended against Federal assistance for the

tribe, and thereafter, in 1914, the Senate directed the Interior Secretary to investigate the

condition and rights of the Lumbee Indians and to provide a report to the Congress.

I won’t go into all the rest of the history of this tribe’s valiant and persevering

efforts to achieve Federal recognition – that will be done by the very capable witnesses

who are here today to share that history with us.

I just wanted to assure the leadership and the members of the Lumbee Tribe that

I fully support your bid for Federal recognition and I will do everything that I can to

assist Senator Dole in securing passage of S. 420.


