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Mr. Vice-Chairman, I would like to express my appreciation to you, Chairman Campbell and
members of the Committee for allowing me to testify today.  Last year, I introduced legislation to
compensate the Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota and the Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska
for losses the tribes suffered when the Fort Randall and Gavins Point dams were constructed on
the Missouri River over four decades ago. The legislation I am referring to is known as, S.1148,
the Yankton Sioux Tribe and Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska Development Trust Fund Act.  I am
pleased to say that I am the primary sponsor of this bill, which has been cosponsored by three of
my colleagues, Senator Johnson, and Senators Kerrey and Hagel of Nebraska.

As a result of the construction of these dams, more than 3,259 acres of land owned by the
Yankton Sioux Tribe was flooded or subsequently lost to erosion.  Approximately 600 acres of
land located near the Santee village and 400 acres on the Niobrara Island of the Santee Sioux
Tribe Indian Reservation also was flooded.  The flooding of these fertile lands struck a significant
blow to the economies of these tribes, and the tribes have never adequately been compensated for
that loss.  Passage of this legislation will help compensate the tribes for their losses by providing
the resources necessary to rebuild their infrastructure and their economy.   

To appreciate fully the need for this legislation, it is important to understand the historic events
that preceded its development.  The Fort Randall and Gavins Point dams were constructed in
South Dakota pursuant to the Flood Control Act (58 Stat. 887) of 1944.  That legislation
authorized implementation of the Missouri River Basin Pick-Sloan Plan for water development
and flood control for downstream states.

The Fort Randall dam, which was an integral part of the Pick-Sloan project, initially flooded
2,851 acres of tribal land, forcing the relocation and resettlement of at least 20 families, including
the traditional and self-sustaining community of White Swan, one of the four major settlement
areas on the reservation.  On other reservations, such as Crow Creek, Lower Brule, Cheyenne
River, Standing Rock and Fort Berthold, communities affected by the Pick-Sloan dams were
relocated to higher ground.  In contrast, the White Swan community was completely dissolved
and its residents dispersed to whatever areas they could settle and start again. 

The bill I have introduced, S. 1148, is the latest in a series of laws that have been enacted in the
1990s to address similar claims by other tribes in South Dakota for losses caused by the Pick-
Sloan dams.  In 1992, Congress granted the Three Affiliated Tribes of Fort Berthold Reservation
and the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe compensation for direct damages, including lost reservation
infrastructure, relocation and resettlement expenses, the general rehabilitation of the tribes, and
for unfulfilled government commitments regarding replacement facilities.  In 1996 Congress
enacted legislation compensating the Crow Creek tribe for its losses, while in 1997, legislation
was enacted to compensate the Lower Brule and Cheyenne River tribes.  The Yankton Sioux



Tribe and Santee Sioux Tribe have not yet received fair compensation for their  losses.  Their time
has come.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, the flooding caused by the Pick-Sloan projects touched every aspect of life
on the Yankton and Santee Sioux reservations, as large portions of their communities were forced
to relocate wherever they could find shelter.  Never were these effects fully considered when the
federal government was acquiring these lands or designing the Pick-Sloan projects.

The Yankton Sioux Tribe and Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska Development Trust Fund Act 
represents an important step in our continuing effort to compensate fairly the tribes of the
Missouri River Basin for the sacrifices they made decades ago for the construction of the dams. 
Passage of this legislation not only will right a historic wrong, but in doing so it will improve the
lives of Native Americans living on those reservations.  

It has taken four decades for us to recognize the unfulfilled federal obligation to compensate the
tribes for the effects of the dams.  We cannot, of course, remake the lost lands that are now
covered with water and return them to the tribes.  We can, however, help provide the resources
necessary to the tribe to improve the infrastructure on their reservations.  This, in turn, will
enhance opportunities for economic development that will benefit all members of the tribe.  Now
that we have reached this stage, the importance of passing this legislation as soon as possible
cannot be stated too strongly.

I strongly and respectfully urge this Committee to approve this legislation this year.  Providing
compensation to the Yankton Sioux Tribe and the Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska for past harm
inflicted by the federal government is long overdue, and any further delay only compounds that
harm.  I look forward to working with this Committee to move this legislation forward.

This concludes my statement.  I will be happy to answer any questions you may have.  Thank you.


