Statement Presented by Alfred Trepania, President, The Great Lakes Inter-
Tribal Council to the Senate Indian Affairs Committe

Education I ssues—June 19, 2001

Thank you for the opportunity to present this sSatement. My nameis Alfred Trepania. |
am the President of The Great Lakes Inter-Triba Council.

For the tribal nations represented by The Great Lakes Inter-Triba Council, education
remains our strongest hope for strengthening our capacities to address the serious issues, which
our communities must face. For our tribes, education aso remains our strongest hope for
sugtaining our vaues, language, traditional knowledge, and our understanding of the place of
humans in the naturd world.

Many of our educationa ingtitutions —tribal schools, charter schools, and triba colleges
—areworking to prepare for our future by building on our rich culturd and intellectua
inheritance. This approach is gradudly yielding some successes:

. Over time, the success rates of Indian students attending triba schools are
increasing.
. Students who have dropped out are returning in increasing numbersto obtain ther

high school diplomas.

. During their years in school, more and more Indian sudents are becoming
computer-literate, participating in science fairs, and enjoying coursesin field
biology and other natural sciences.

These successes, in turn, are helping our communities to prepare for the nest set of
chalenges we must address. Ouit tribal economies depend to a great extent on tourism and the
careful management of natural resources. Our daily lives depend on good transportation
linkages, safe drinking water, and on dependable supplies of fuels and dectrical power. Many of
our triba membersrdy on fish and wild game for Sgnificant parts of their diet.

But the balances of nature in the Great Lakes region are shifting in some cases
dramatically. These changes, in turn, affect our economies and our dally lives. Declinesin the
water level of Lake Superior affect pollution levels and access to trangportation. Declinesin
annua snowfdl affect winter recregtion, dter the water table, and may soon affect fish and
wildlife populations. Increasing temperatures affect our forests and agriculture, open our natural
environments to invasions of new species, and may begin to affect the health of our elders and
other vulnerable groups. And the increasing frequency of intense storms, wide swingsin
temperature, and other dramatic westher events affects our community infrastructure -water
supplies, roads, sewage trestment facilities, and electrica power.

Education is one way in which our communities are preparing to address the issues
created by these changes. Triba collegesin the Great Lakes region are building sirong programs



in the biological sciences, forestry, and naturd resource management. The College of the
Menominee Nation offers a degree program in forestry, which is based in the detailed knowledge
of locd environments, which the Menominee Nation has acquired through a numerous years of
successful forest management in the same location. This knowledge, and the values on which

this success is based, are combined with contemporary scientific analyses and management
approaches. This combination of traditiona knowledge and vaues with contemporary science
strengthens the Menominee Nation's abilities to adapt successfully to rgpid environmenta and
economic changes.

Lac Courte Orellles Ojibwa Community College has developed a strong educationa
program, which uses contemporary geographic information systems technology to assst the tribe
in mapping and andyzing reservation resources in close detail. This same technology has
contributed to the development of a successful rurd trangportation system, which servesthe
entire tribal community.

Thetriba collegesin the Great Lakes region contribute to their communitiesin other
ways aswell. Triba college faculty serves as judges for loca science fairs. Students from local
high schools take triba college courses even asthey are ill completing their high school years.
Summer programs offer specid training for younger students, and likewise give them a chance
to participate in life on atriba college campus. Triba college faculty and staff frequently
provide technica assistance to agencies and programs of tribal governments. The libraries of
tribal colleges are frequently the only libraries available to most reservation resdents. And a
recent study by the American Indian Higher Education Consortium indicates that tribal
communities with tribal colleges have higher work-force participation rates than comparable
tribal communitiesthat lack their own colleges.

With dl of these success stories, however, we dill have along way to go. Triba schools
need to dow down the turnover rates for faculty and adminigtrators. The schools need qudified
science teachers, and teachers who understand and communicate the values of the tribal
communities they serve. The urgent needs for large numbers of Native teachers have il not
been addressed. Triba schools need resources for science labs and library resources. The schools
need resources to offer innovative programs after school and in summers to reinforce the
adonishing taents and gifts of their sudents.

Triba colleges likewise need assstance. Education and research programsin the naturd
and environmenta sciences are expendgve they require faculty with gppropriate degrees and
qudifications, libraries with access to appropriate journas and reference materias, and
laboratories and fidld Sites with appropriate equipment. Y et triba colleges continue to receive
basic operating funds from the federal government at arate of less than haf the dollars, per
student, that states provide to their own two-year colleges, and much less than the amounts
provided to four-year inditutions.

Education isimportant to our tribes. Our students are eager to succeed. We request,
therefore, that you examine both our successes and our needs. We request that you provide us
with the support we require to continue to develop educationd indtitutions of the depth and
quality, which our communities need, and our students deserve. We, like you, intend to leave no



child behind — and we expect and intend to leave no adult or triba community behind. We have
aready accomplished much; we request your help in doing much more.



