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Thank you Mr. Chairman and thank you for holding thisimportant and timely hearing.

This s the second hearing we have held to andyze the impacts of recent Supreme Court
decisons on Indian Tribes and residents of Indian reservations — Indians and non-Indians dike.

Dedling as it does with matters reated to law enforcement, today’ s hearing will hopefully shine
alight on the very practical problems brought about by the high Court’s decisons.

As the Justice Department continues to report to us, on many reservations crime is on the rise
— especidly vidlent crime,

High crime on Indian lands leads to Indians and non-Indians being victimized.

High crime on Indian lands aso crestes an obvious disincentive for entrepreneurs — Indian and
non-Indian — to invest, innovate, and create jobs and income.

And of most immediate concern to me — and to our nation —is Homeland Security and the
need to collectively protect our borders and our citizens from people who mean us harm.

Just as Triba law enforcement officers are often the firs — and sometimes only — responders
to crimes and other problems on Indian lands, in many areas of our nation they are the firgt line of
defense againgt those who want to harm Americans because of who we are and what we believe.

Tribes are on the front linesin our efforts to defend our borders:

* the Tohono O’ odham of Southern Arizonga;
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* the St. Regis Mohawks of Upper New Y ork;

* the Blackfeet of Montang;

* the Tribes dong the Cdifornia- Mexico border; and

* the Tribes in the Sesttle / Puget Sound area.

Agang this backdrop, the Court has ruled that Tribes do not have jurisdiction over non-Indians
who commit crimes on Indian lands.

This poses some pretty obvious problems for Tribes trying to arrest and prosecute offenders on
Indian lands, but | believe we should look at thisnot asa“Triba problem” only.

If large swaths of Indian lands and miles of America s borders aong Indian reservations are left
ungoverned because Tribes lack jurisdiction over non-Indians, then we all have a problem.

Thisisatime of war and we are in this together Mr. Chairman and | think the faster we
recognize that — and the quicker we work to create a“ Seamless Web” of Federd, State and Tribal
Law Enforcement, then we will have achieved something sgnificant.

With that | look forward to hearing from our witnesses.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.



