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Now the Committee will turn to the second of our two
Commi ttee Oversight Hearings on the President’s Fiscal Year
2004 Budget Request for Indian Prograns.

Today we are joined by representatives of 5 Federal
agenci es whose business affects the |lives of Native people
across the country.

As | said | ast week, the President’s Budget Request
reflects what |ooks like inmm nent war in the Mddl e East and
our nation’s efforts to protect our honel and and our people.

The request for the BIAis $2.314 billion, with an
additional $275 mllion for the Special Trustee.

The Indian Health Service account woul d receive $2.89
billion, an increase of $68 mllion over FY2003.

The I ndi an housi ng bl ock grant request includes $647
mllion which is |evel funding conpared with FY2003.

There are specific increases in several |ndian accounts
notably trust reform substance abuse, school operations and a

continued effort to elimnate the backlog in Bl A School



Constructi on.

| want to assure the nmenbers and the audi ence that these
hearings are only the beginning of the FY2004 Appropriations
Process and that this Commttee will be involved for the
duration and paying particular attention to the honel and
security budget and the degree to which it involves tribal
governnments, |aw enforcenent, and nedi cal personnel in our

security efforts.



