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Mr. Chairman and Honorable Committee Members, thank you for this opportunity to
provide a sngpshot of the fish and wildlife management activities of the Upper Columbia United
Tribes (UCUT). My name is Warren Seyler, Triba Council Member of the Spokane Tribe of
Indians and Chairman of thisinter-Triba organization. Also present is Gary Aitken, Chairman
of the Kootenai Tribe of 1daho and Vice-Chairman of UCUT.

The combined territories of the five UCUT member Tribes are large and ecologicdly
complex, and over the years we have been innovative and persstent in our management
approaches. We are proud of what we have accomplished “on a shoestring budget,”* and we
believe you will be favorably impressed by our achievements.

Our Geographic Range

The five members of UCUT are the Coeur d'Alene Tribe of Idaho, Colville Confederated
Tribes, Kaligpe Tribe of Indians, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, and the Spokane Tribe of Indians.
Higtoricaly, our Tribes shared avast area of aborigina grounds, from present-day western
Montanato the Cascades of centra Washington, and from Canadato Oregon. Today, we il
proudly retain management respongbilities over:

> 450 miles of waterways, which include gpproximately 40 interior lakes and

goproximately 30 dams and reservairs, dl of which falswithin the 14 million acres of
our combined aborigind territories established by the Indian Land Claims Commission.
» Our current Tribal reservations are used to store the water forat two of BPA's mgjor

dams, Chief Joseph and Grand Coulee. Grand Coulee is the largest hydropower facility



in the United States. As you will seein the written testimony of the Spokane Tribe,
there are unresolved and uncompensated i ssues concerning the impacts of Grand Coulee
Dam.

Within our region, management of this wide range of resourcesis a daunting task.
Included into any decision is the Endangered Species Act, the Berrevitte Northwest Power Act,
Nationa Higtoric Preservation Act, Clean Water Act, Superfund Stes, regional growth and
development, and developing relationships with loca utilities, counties, and other governments
... dl within our diminishing financid resources. We definitely have our chdlenges.

Status of Fish and Wildlife Populations

Impacts of hydropower facilities have been devastating to upriver fish and wildlife
resources, both have been in drastic decline for several decades. As ocean-going salmon were
completely blocked by the congtruction of Grand Coulee Dam in 1940, a complete change to our
historicd diet has led usto the highest level of diabetesin the county.

As partid mitigation for our great losses, the UCUT Tribes have congtructed 4
hatcheries, where they raise gpproximatdy 2.5 million fish per year. Thesefish are rdeased into
reservoirs and rivers for the benefit of the entire Northwest and its visitors.

UCUT member Tribes dso have acquired and restored approximately 31,000 acres of
wildlife habitat, but our concerns are risng due to the fact that mitigation funding has been
stopped.

Community Partnerships

Our Tribes have not remained isolated in our management activities. To the contrary, the
Tribes have invested persond dollarsin travel and management costs to interact with our
neighbors, which include 13 Tribes, 12 counties, multiple federa agencies, and State
departments. We intend to expand our discussonswith loca public and private utilities, as we

at UCUT believe the only way to long-term solutionsis for open, honest and frank discussions
involving dl concerned parties.

Our primary program funding is acquired through the Northwest Power Planning &
Conservation Council, an inter-state compact of the 4 northwestern States. Recommendations
for program funding are proposed by the Columbia Basin Fish & Wildlife Authority, a body of
13 Tribes, 4 States, and 2 federd fish and wildlife agencies.

The Importance of Federal Funding

Each of UCUT's five member tribes depends dmost entirdly on federd funding to
manage fish, wildlife, and habitats. Hrtheease-oftRatepayer funding sfrom the Bonneville
Power Adminigration thistreney-is an obligation to mitigate for impacts of the hydropower




system. Additiona Congressiond gppropriations are feeessaryneeded to address Endangered
Species Act, Clean Water Act, Nationa Historic Preservation Act, and other federal statutory
respongbilities. We implore this Committee to be very assertive on our behdf, to ensure that the
funds are there for us to continue with our fish and wildlife programs. The money iswell-used,
spent very efficiently, and is matched in many ways, with local government contributions,
voluntary efforts of our neighboring communities, and countless “in-kind" contributions from
within our Tribes.

Asfor UCUT, itsdf, let me take this opportunity to raise the Committeg's awareness of
our organization's great need. Fo-givethe-Commitiee-asnapshet-comparison-€Consder the
geographic area, resources and chalenges | have described for the Upper Columbia United
Tribes, compared to the more limited sdmon focus of our two ethersster inter-Tribal
organizations in the Pacific Northwest. Both the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
(NWIFC) and the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission (CRITFC) are supported by
federa budgets well into the seven digits. Those organizations serve important coordinating and
clearinghouse roles on fisheries issues, Smilar to the role of UCUT for our five member tribes.

However, at UCUT, our wildlife, habitat, and culturd resourcesresdent-fish-anchwitetife
issues are as important as our concerns about fidsatmen And, we combine our effortsto
address common concerns regarding euttira-resodreeswater-and-at-gatity;-socid services,
economic development, and sovereign rights, in addition to environmentd issuesfis-and
witehife. Y et, the UCUT annua appropriation has been flat-lined for many years a only around
$300,000, shared whieh-rmtst-be-gteedtp- anong the 5 member tribes and the central UCUT
organization. UCUT i
orgenization-ative bt isin dire need of an adequate and equitable annua appropriation to
continue to serve its vital inter-Triba role.

Before | conclude, | would like to draw the Committee's attention to the written
testimony of the Spokane Tribe. It focuses on what we have learned as aresult of BPA's
financid crissand how it got there. It provides aremedy for avoiding these problemsin the
future. The higtory of failed governance in the Basin is demongtrated, and we include
recommendations to create aworkable process. The Tribes, particularly upriver Tribes, suffer
the greatest impacts, but upriver issues seem to be forgotten or pushed asde as listed salmon get
dl the atention. We need aregiond forum with full participation by Federd, State and Triba
governments and stakehol ders to address these issues in ariver governance process thet is

accountable and fair.



Agan, | appreciate your attention and interest in our programs and the chalenges we
face in fish and wildlife management.
Respectiuthy-sabrmitited;-



